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“ FEAR NOT ; FOR BEHOLD,I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE” 
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An Exposition or LUKE xv. 
The Parable of the unjusi Steward. 
( Continued) 

«4nd the lord commended the unjust Sleward, be- 
cause he had done wisely ; for the children of this 
world are in their generation wiser than the chil- 
dren of light.” 

Here are three things which demand special no- 
tice First, the commendation,—Secoud, the reason 
assigned for that commendation,—Third, the wisdom, 
which is mentioned in contradistinclion to the wis- 
dom of the children of ight. A proper understand- 
ing of these, is in a great measure a key to the other 
parts of the parable. Christ did noi say, that the 


unjust steward was commended by his lord for doing | 


unjustly,—but for acting wisely. This is the reason 
assigned, and this was assigued, because he had done 
wisely,—and this 1s explained, when it is said, * for 
the children of this world are in their generation 
wiser than the children of light.’ The wisdom 
spoken of is confined tu the generation of the chil- 
dren of this world; and the word generation isa 
convertible term for their natural lives. ‘Thus we 
read in Matt. ist chap. Ist verse, “I'he book of the 
generation of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the 
Son of Abraham.” &c. Christ advised his disci- 
ples to lay up for themselves treasures in heaven, 
where moth nor rust would not corrupt, and where 
thieves would not break through nor steal. This is 
the wisdom of the children ef tight. The Jews 
were not the children of light, as we have already 
seen; but “their eyes were darkened, that they 
could not see, and their ears heavy, that they could 
not hear.” Their treasure, therefore, was in this 
world, and their generation, or natural life, the end 
and object of their wisdom. Paul may be consider- 
edas one of the children of light ; and he declared, 
“1 Cor xv. 19. If in this lile(or generation) only we 
have hope in Christ, we are of all men most misera- 
ble.” The wisdom of the children of light, there- 
fore, is not in their generation, but agreeably to their 
Divine Master’s exhortation, it isin heaven. Itis in 
their Father's house only, that they expect joy and 
peace, for * there are many mansions,” and when 
the days of their generation and pilgrimage on earth 
is finished, they go to the place “ prepared for 
them; for where their treasure is, there their 
hearts are also.” This view of the subject, we 
think, explains, in a clear and satisfactory manner, 
the difference in, and distinction between the chil- 
dren of light, or believers in Jesus, and the children 
of this generation, of darkness, or,the Jews. The 
childrea of this world, therefore, may properly be 
cousidered to be wiser, or more attentive and careful 
in making provision for their generation, or in, and 
during their generation, than the children of light. 
And the declaration of Paul, in an especial manner, 
is explanatory of the inconveniences and sufferings 
inseparable from the condition of the children of light, 
in the age, or generation, in which this was spoken. 
The children of this world, having no hope, and 
making no caleulation of future happiness, their 
whole attention being engrossed by, and confined to, 
the things of this world, were, as regarded the con- 
cerns of their netural lives, or generation, wiser than 
the chiidren of light. Paul, in his Epistle to the 
Ephesians, 3d chap. 12th verse, describes the chil- 
dren of this world, by adverting to the former state 
of the believers in Christ, whom he declared were 
once in unbelief, and “ that at that time they were 
without Christ, (without the knowledge of Christ, 
&c.,) being aliens frou the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers from the covenants of promise, hav- 
ing no hope, without God in the world.” This 
is a briefe of the state, or condition, of the 
children o rid. The Jews were, and re- 
main to this phatically without hope in the 
true Messiah; they looked, and still look for a tem- 
poral, or worldly saviour, and their wisdom is of 
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,this world. Unlike the children of light, who be- 
| hold the Ensign and Banner of the cross on Calvary, 
/and hope for a mansion in that heaven, where 
Christ their Head has gone before them,—they 
_make to themselves friends of the mammon of un- 
righteousness, and strive to heap up riches, a prey 
| to the moth, and a sacrifice to rust, in fruitless ex- 
| pectancy of a temporal king, whose ensign shall be 
| lifted in the field of Mars, and whose banners shall 
| conduct them through bleed and battle to victory, 
/and secure for them the earthly mansions of their 

fathers in the land of Palestine ; and reinstate them 


_in their former glory in Jerusalem, the sepulchre of 


their ancestors, and the city of their kings. 

“ Jind I say unto you, Make unto yourselves 
friends of the mammon of unrighteousness; that 
jwhen ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting 
| habitations.” "This may be considered a specific re- 
capitulation of what, in the preceding verse, is de- 
scribed as a commendation of the unjust steward, 
and is further explanatory of that commendation. 
The reason is particularly described to be, the ad- 
vantage to result to the unjust steward, by his doing 
wisely in his generation It would not be taking 
very great liberty, or forcing the passage to an irrele- 


Christ was rather prophetic, and consequently an 
exposition of what should take place, than an un- 
qualified acquiescence in, and approbation of what 
should take place. Although this view of the sub- 
ject is proper, still it is not absolutely necessary to 
adopt it, to explain the parable. It is, however, in 
our opinion, manifest from the tenor of the whole, 
that a purpose of mercy, and a desire for the hap 
piness and well being of the unjust steward, per- 
vades the whole His lord, notwithstanding his 
culpability in wasting his goods, is solicitous for his 


vant construction, to say, that the declaration of 


—~—___ _ 
mea 


the unjust steward, because he had done wisely.” 
What had he done ? Avs.—he had made friends of 
his lord’s debtors. Therefore, the declaration, * Make 
te yourselves friends of the mammom of unrighieous- 
ness,’ &e., wasa prophetic commendation of what 
the steward would do; and is a_ repetition of, 
and explanatory of the preceding verse. There is 
only truth and error. Consequently, the mammon ot 
unrighteousness, mentioned in contradistinetion to 
the true, or God, necessarily includes and presupposes 
those, whoare the friends of the mammon of unright 
eousness. This parable contains and exbibits, in a 
striking light, the character of those alluded to; and 
they are of necessity Jews, and Gentiles, who in 
cluded all the human race. And the unjust stew- 
}ard, being the figure or representative of the Jews, 
the debtors are the Gentiles; and the declaration, 
“ Make to yourselves friends (in the future tense) of 
the mammon of unrighteousness,” is proof, that the 
steward, or Jews, had not (in the past tense) done it ; 
which could not be true, if the*t mammon of unright 
eousness” was confined to an inordinate desire for 
riches, or possessing a covetous disposition. There- 
fore, the Gentiles are here prefigured by the mam- 
mon of unrighteousness. In proof of this, and that 
person and character are both included in the de 
claration contained in the 9th verse, are the words 
of Christ, see Matt. chap. vi. 31, 32.“ Therefore, 
take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, 
What shall we drink ? or, Wherewithal shall we be 
clothed + For after these things do the Gentiles seek.” 
The unjust steward on being called to account, and 
| deprived of his stewardship, immediately took these 
| things into consideration. We likewise think this 
| 's proof that Cis.ct did not mean his disciples, nei- 
ther did he address himself to them, but ip allusion 
| to the steward, when he said, in the parable, “ Make 





| 


future well being ; and although the unjust steward | to yourselves (riendsof the mammon of unrighteous- 
adds to his already great and disqualifying erimi- | ness ;” for it is manifest, that this view of the sub- 
nality, by a fresh and increased crime, his lord par-| ject would make the Saviour contradictory, by re- 
dous and approves of his niotives, from the conside- | commending to them at one time, what he disproved 
ration of the blindness and ignorance of the in-| at another. It is, likewise, evident, that the benefit 
fatuated criminal. Here is an example, worthy the | the unjust steward expected, and was to receive, 
initation of the world. The unworthy steward is was temporal; and this view of the subjeet coin- 
prevented from doing further mischief, by being de-| cides with the rcason assigned by Christ, for say- 
prived of his stewardship and power; and instead | ing, “ Make to yourselves friends of the mammon 
of being abandoned to misery, and made the victim | of unrighteousness.” —namely, “that when ye fail, 
of want and despair, by being pursued for ever) they may receive you inte everlasting habitations.” 
with stern and implacable vengeance, which would | The word here translated cverlasting, is auros, or, 
in its fury cause the crimes it punished, his future | for ages, or, lasting for ages. The habitations 
condition is considered, and although his past con-| which the unjust stew ard, or the Jews, are received 
duct incapacitated him from desers ing and receiving ! into by the Gentiles, will last for ewes, or as long as 
future confidence and trust, it did not extinguish in this dispensation, in which the Jews are kept in 
the breast of his Lord and Master affection for the | darkness and blindness, shall last; and that this is 
criminal, or solicitude and desire for his future wel-| not to be endless, we have the testimony of God 
fare and happiness. The words of Christ,“ Make | himself, See Isaiah vi. 9 10, 11,12. “And he 


to yourselves friends of the mammon of unright- 
eousness,” are used in a compound sense. ‘The 
steward has been considered in the parable as an in- 
dividual, and one person ; he has been addressed in 


said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but 
| understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 
Make the heart of this people fat, and make their 
ears heavy, and shut their eyes, lest they see with 


' 

| 
the singular ; now the phraseology is altered, and he their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand 
is spoken of in the plural The mammon of un- | " 
righteousness, likewise, is first spoken of as a thing, 


with their hearts, and be converted, and be healed.— 


| Then said 1, Lord, How long ? (Quere. How long 


or principle; it is now personified, by the deelara- | does Calvin and Hopkins say?) And he answered, 
tion, “ that when ye fail, they may receive you into |(Who answered ? Jenovan.) Until the cities be 
everlasting halitations. | wasted without inhalitant, and the houses without 


, ' 
We now request the reader to take a retrospec- | man, and the land be utterly desolate, and the Lorp 


tive view of what we have passed over, and we think | haye removed men far away, and there be a great 
our exposition relative to the personification spoken forsaking in the midst of the jand.” Shall it be any 
of willappear evident. Inthe first place, the steward longer > We answer, NO! We have here an em 

is represented in soliloquy, and his determination phatic definition of the word ererlasting.—Reader, 
is, to seek the favour of his lord’s debtors ; and his | jf you think it does not last long enough, do not 
plan to accomplish this, was, to excuse them from blame us for its shortness;J EuovAH has given the de- 
the payment ofa part of their debts. The debtors finition, and you cannot avren ir! Therefore, the 
mentioned in the Sth verse, with whom he effected “time js coming when these blind Jews, who are 
the compromise, and the unrighteous mammon in the | now deaf to the calls of the Messiah, and who are 
9th verse, have a strict analogy, one with the other. pronounced none-lect, and are by our divine doc- 
This will appear, by recurring to the preceding. the | tors judged to eternal damnation, are to be “ con- 
8th verse, where it is said, “ The lord commended | verted and healed.” 
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He that is foithful in that which is least, is faith- 
ful also in much ; and he that is unjust in the least, 
is unjust also in much.” This principle is, we be- 
lieve, universally acknowledged to be truth. How 
common is it for men to say, that dishonesty in 
small things, is a sufficient reason to expect it in 
great things? And where is the man, who would 
confide a large sum of money to the eare and trust 
of another, after he had found him dishonest in a 
small sum which he had been intrusted with 2? This 
is apphed in the parable to the unjust steward. That 
which was confided to his trust, was the daw and 


its ceremgnies ; and this, in comparison with the | 


gospel, is called least. 
“Tf, therefore, ye have not been faithful in the un- 
righteous mammon, who will comma to your trust 


the true” The phrase unrighteous mammon, is here | 


used, or put in opposition, or contrast to the gospel ; 


and it being the daw, &e., which was intrusted to the | 


steward, or Jews, it must be considered as unright- 


cous in a qualified sense ; and this is easily under- | 


stood, by examining the difference existing between 
the /aw and gospel,and taking the declarations of the 
mspired apostle as a criterion and proof. Paul, 
to the Romans, iv. 15, 14, 15. * For the promise 


that he should be the heir of the world, was not to | 


Abraham,or to his seed through the law, but through 
the righteousness of faith For if they which are of 
the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise 
made of none effect. Because the law worketh 
wrath ; for where no law is, there is notransgres- 
sion” And to the Hebrews, vii. 18, Paul said— 
“For the law made nothing perfect.” And Paul 
in his 2d Epistle to the Cor. ui from the 6th to the 
lith verses, contrasts the law and gospel, and ex- 
plains the great difference that existed between 
them, and declared, “ For if the ministration of 
condemnation (the lai) be glory, much more doth 


the ministration of righteousness (the reverse of the | 


For | 


mammon of unrighteousness) exceed in glory 
even that which was made glorious (the law) had no 
glory in this respeet, by reason of the glory that ex- 
celleth.” This is plain, and to the point. The gospel 
erceeds the dae, to that degree, that the glory of the 


law is not merely eclipsed, but for ever put out of | 


sight, by the glory of the gospel. 
(To be continued.) 
> 


ERS REVIEWED. 


THE REVIEW 

Continued. 
Authors in their 
“The Church is composed of 
the world, that profess the true 
pose by true religion, Calvinism 


The Rev. 2d page, declare, 


religion, (we sup- 
with their children. They constitute the kingdom 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the house and family of 
God; out of which there is no ordinary possibility 
of Sanvation!” We have already noticed this in 
a brief manner; we think, however, the error too 
gross, and the absurdity too great, to let it pass 
without a just and full exposure of its falsehood and 
impiety. We premise, however, that we agree 
with these Rev. Authors, in their declaration, see 
7th page, that “ The followers of Christ ought not 
to be babes, unskilful in the word of righteousness, 
but advanced to perfection (We would qualify 
this a little. As perfect as they please, only let it be 
the perfection of Christ, or, if you please, let us ad- 
vance to Christ, for he is perfection !) They ought to 
be intimately acquainted with “the Seriptures, 
which are profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness.” Now, 
our word for it, if these Rev. Authors had studied 


the Seriplures,inste id of “ John Calvin’s Institutes,” | 


they never would have made the declaration we 
have quoted from their 2d page. What! The 
Church of God composed of those, and those only, 
who profess the gospel of Calvin, (for itis very 
well known, that these gentlemen contend from 
their pulpits, that Calvinism alone is the “ true re- 
ligion,” and all whe do not believe it, are the chil- 
dren of the devil, and will be lormented for ever!) and 
their children, ALONE, of ALL children, are to be 
saved! This is indeed a precious confession. Tell 
us ne more about your believing in the salvation of 
infants. 
Look at him! VIEW HIM WELL! May our 
right band forget her cunning, if we do vot pul a 


these throughout | 


is meant) together | 


Here is the monster in all his deformity, | 
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mark upon the beast, which shall tdentify him, and 
expose him to the detestation he so justly mer- 
its,—nay more, we will pursue him, and ferret him 
from his hiding place, and scorch him with ag wt 
of truth! The conclusions which inevitably flow 
from these premises, are of a nature inexpressibly 
appalling and abominable. It is morally impossi- 
ble that an infant should believe, or profess any 
thing; and according to their, or Calvin's gospel, it 
is “ordinarily impossible” for any to be saved, but 
those who belong to the “ litle company, and their 
children!” The children, therefore, of the “ multi- 
tude.” or the “world,” cannot be saved, and are by 
these teould-be judges,consigned to endless burning ! 
PARENTS, we appeal to you,—to MOTHERS, 
who by the sweat of your brows earn the salaries 


RIES,——We appealto your best affections, to that love 
for your offspring which the God of nature and Fa- 
i ther of your spirits has implanted in your bosoms, 
and entwined around your hearts,—to you, whose 
| sensibilities, the plant of heaven, the fruit of celestial 
growth, has been exercised to agony on witnessing 
the last struggle of your babe when life ebbed out 
at every pore, and your bleeding hearts, rived to 
the core, found sympathy alone from heaven’s mer- 
cy, and drank consolation alone from the Cross of 
Christ,—to you we appeal,—What at such a mo- 
ment would be your feelings, to hear the doom of 
your suffering innocent pronounced by these impla- 
, cable judges, and their disembodied spirits consigned 
‘to FIRE? It would be—but language i- too imper- 
feet to portray, or even to mark the outlines of the 
shadow of the erecration which would burst from 
| your tortured souls,——it would be the last effort of 
a heart broken with suffering,—the last exertion of 
reason, leaving for ever her frantic seat,—the 
last breath eseaping your pallid lips, in curses trum 
pet-tongued, hurled at the heads of your infernal 
destroyers! ‘*A wounded spirit,” says the wise 
/man, “ who ean bear?” Where is the being, not 
wholly divested of natural affection, who can look 
even at this faint picture, and not tremble with 
‘indignation ? What! Shall the religion of a bleeding 
Saviour,—shall the mercies of the God of love, be 
lidentified with the hellish machinations of the 
MURDERER Calvin, and the destruction of the 
' souls of *“*children, the heritage of the Lord,” and 
shall we be forbidden to lift our voice against it > 
' God, and every honest principle forbid it! “ Words 
are but wind”—-Could we speak our feelings, it 
should be in tones, deeper than THUNDERS !— 
‘Could we write our thoughts, it should be in letters 
fof FIRE !—It should be in words burning with a 


‘radiance, the mere glimmer of whose kindling 


ri should reflect from the remotest borders of crea- 


‘tion, and annibilate with eternal oblivion this dam- 
‘uable heresy, the measure of whose infernal ma- 
llignity no man can name! Reader, these are not 
jthe words of unadvised lips. Are you a_pa- 
vent ?--Take your infant offspring just blooming 
into life,---mark you well the lisping prattle which, 
‘like the dew of heaven, is distilled from his lips,--- 
jview bis features, unimprinted with a single dis- 
'cordant passion,---his countenance, the index to a 
heart unpoisoned witha guilty thought,---feel the 
soft and silken texture of his little frame,---let the 
best affections of your being associate with all the 
endearing sociabilijes of your nature,--and superad- 
' ded.a mothers love,---* bone of your bone,and flesh 
lof your flesh.” who draws the nectarine banquet 
|from your bosom,---clings to your heart,---lives in 
‘vour affections, and revels in your smples,----take 
him,—-the gift of heaven,--the purelase of the 
i blood of the Redeemer of the world,---the heritage 
| of God,---the fruit of your body,---the child of your 
ilove, —Take him, and with a joyful heart and wil- 
‘ling hand, plunge him down to hell!!! Do you 
| hesitate? Answer,—What restrains your hand? Is 
‘ita spirit from Hell,—or Heaven? Calvin, nor de- 
vils, mark me well, never saved one victim ! 

* It is the Divinity that stirs within you.” 

"Tis nature's self forbids the sacrifice, 

And shows a heaven to man!!! 

“ Stand by, for I am holier than thou!” appears 
to be the language of the hearts of these Rev. Au- 
thors; and their arrogating to themselves, and the 
“litle company,” to which they are determived 


which are lavished on these SPIRITUAL INCENDIA-’ 





to limit the merey of God, exclusive holiness, is op 
their part an assumption as false, as disgraceful, 
In their 3d page, speaking of the “ little company,” 
they say, “ On their account the world is pkeser- 
vep from ruin ;—they afford evidence to the world 
of the truth asit is in Jesus; (it should read, as jt 
isin Calvin)—and constitute the central point, to 
which all the events of God’s providence do point, 
The illustration of these three particulars will ex. 
plain, with sufficient clearness, the relation which 
the church sustains to the world. First On ac- 
count of the household of faith, the world is pre- 
served from ruin,” &c. In the 4th page, “ On them, 
under God, the safety of a society or people de- 
pends, BECAUSE ON THEM THE SECURITY OF THE 
wer tp rests.” In page 5. © They constitute 
the SHEET-ANCHOR of a sation,—OF THE 
UNIVERSE!!!” Reader, What do you think of 
this? Should you feel justified in saying, that the 
disciples of Calvin are not the props, but the 
* Sheet-Anchor of the Univense ?” If this is truth, 
what astonishing ignorance prevails in the world 
(not in the * little company,”) relative to their obli- 
gations to this* little company” of Calvinists, for 
tothem, it seems, we, the mudtitude, or world,are jn- 
debted for our very present existence,—nay, more, — 
they keep the houses from falling on our heads ; and 
it is they, Who mabe the ground stable under our /cet; 
and to a true believer, who belongs to this “ little 
company,” we presume it would hardly eali his 
faith into exercise, to declare, that transplanting the 
Rev Dr. M'Leon, with his section of the “ tittle 
company,” in the neighbourhood of Mount VE- 
SUVIUS, that TERRIBLE VOLCANO would 
be hushed to silence, and its trembling inhabitants 
be © preserved (rom ruin” by the contiguity of this 
wonderful © sheet-anchor.” For ourselves, we Lave 
tor a long time been sensible, that we did not know 
every thing; and have considered the old saying, 
“live and learn,” as indicative of the probability, at 
least, of finding out something in future. This, 
however, is a post in the road to wisdom, to which 
even our vanily never promised that we should ar- 
riveat. We have, in common with the nadltitude, 
or world, it seems, beea so tenorantas to believe,that 
“In Gop we lived, moved, and had our being, aud 
that in him are all our ways” And that “ Aii things 
were made by him.—and for him,—and that by nix 
ali things consisted;” (Quere When Job said, 
“ What shall ido to thee,O thou preserver of nen?” 


| Did he mean the © little company ?”) We have even 


goue so far in our beliet in common with the world, 
that we have even believed with the prophet Nehe- 
miah, ix. 6. that, * Thon, even thou, art Lord alone ; 
thou hast made heaven, the heavea of heavens, with 
all their host, the earth and ail things that are there- 
in, the seas, and all that ds therein, and THOU 
PRESERVEST THEM ALL.” And with the 
Psalmist, xxxvi. 6. O Lorp, thou PRESERVEST 
MAN AND BEAST!” Paul, in his Epistle to the 
Hebrews, v. 17, 18,19, 20. speaks of the OATH 
of JEHOVAH, who swore to Abraham, saying, 
that in thy seed, Christ, shall all the families (Quere. 
How would itread,—* all the families of the * little 
company?” &e.,we think it sounds better the old way, } 
of the earth be blessed ;” we repeat it— Paul speaks 
of this OATH as * the ANCHOR of the SOUL, 
both SURE and STEADFAST.” It would seem, 
however, by our Rev. Authors, that Paul did not 
know much. Paul was bern in an unfortunate time. 
He came into the world prematurely. —for the world 
was not in those days, as it is now, enlightened by 
Jobn Calvin. For ourselves, we dare make the 
assertion,—that John Calvin’s sheet-anchor will not 
hold on so well as the anchor Paul spoke of. And 
if any of the * little company” take offence at this, 
our unqualified declaration, we tell them to their 
teeth, that they may bring their “ sheet-ancher” as 
soon, and as often as they please, and we will un- 
dertake to beat them with the anchor of Christ!!! 
(To be continued.) 
— Dea 

Consistency,—Matthew xviii. 11. “ For the Son of 
man is come to save that which was lost.” 2 Cor. iv. 
3.“ Butif our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are 
lost.” Reader, it is the truth alone, the-gospel of the 
salvation of all men which can reconcile these passa- 
ges. See Galatians iii. 8. Gen. xxii. 16, 17, 18. 
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In your answer, Number 23, page 95, Col. 5 you 
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l tence, and declaring that the creature has outdone 
| the Creator, and obliged him to devise a new consti- 
| tution by appointing a Saviour, as certain, as the in- 
tentivn of men, if they should cut off the ears and 

arms of their neighbour, with an intent that children 


197 


to that society; and we cheerfully confess, that, 
with all his faihogsour correspondent appears to us, 
at least, to be very gentle and friendly ; so much so, 
| that we cannot consider him an enemy, and there- 


fore, on this principle, if no other, we presume that 


premise your belief respecting the mission of Christ, begotten of his body afterwards, should be without | we shall be tolerated in the use of the term. We 
thus,—" We believe he came tu save his people them, would be frustrated by the laws of God pre- | cannot retrain, however, from expressing great dis- 


frowa their sins. 
Auauis sins, we believe the Saviour was neces- 


| creation; so certain do the descendants of Adam in- 


sary Ww restore us from the guilt of Adam, but! herit at their birth every quality that was in posses- 


not without.” 
mises? Why evade any longer? ‘There remains 
wiih you a fenced city, and armour Paul hath 
furnished you with two texts, Romans chap. v. 
12, 19, they show that when he wrote this Epistle 
he bad not wholly extricated himself from the doc- 
trine of the Pharisees. 

But this doctrine of hereditary guilt, had not its 
origin amoung the Pharisees; it is more ancivot, as 
appears by the arguments of Jeremiah and Ezekiel 
agaiuosl if, saylug, Jer. Sist chap. 29th, 50th verses, 
Ezek. 18th cuap. 2d verse, “ »¥ hat mean ye that ye 
use this proverb couceruing the land of Israel, say 
ing, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, (forbidden 
fruit,) and the children’s teeth are set on edge.” 1 
Would wiiligly Know what you mean by suppos- 
ing tuat Christ’s people's sins are Adam’s sins ? 
Wiueb by a concise abridgment of this prophet’s ar- 
guinents, will plainly appear to be without meaning. 
Jer. Sist chap.svth verse. * But every man shall die 
fur his oWu iniquity, every man that eateth the sour 
grape his teeth shall be set on edge. Ezek. 18th 
chap. 4th verse. ™ Behold, all souls are mine; as the 
soul of the father, so also the soul of the Son is 
mine; the soul that sinneth it shall die,” verse 5, but 
if aman be just, Xe. enumerating the virtuesof a 
just im n, from verse 6 to 9, ending thus, he is just; 
he shall surely live, saith the Lord God, then pro- 
ceeding, verse 19, if he beget a son that is a robber, 
enumerating his viees, concludes thus ; he hath 
dune ail these abominations, he shall surely die. See 
14:u verse. Now, lo, if he (the robber) beget a son 
that seeth all his father’s sins, considereth and 
doeti nut such like,describes his just doings to 17th, 
endiag tius, he shall not die for the iniquity of his 
father, he shall surely live ; 18, As for his tather, lo. 
even he shail die. 19, Yet ye say, why doth not the 
zon bare the iniquity of the father, &c. 20, The 
soul that sinneth it shall die; the son shall not bear 
the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father 
bear the iniquity of the son, &e. Is this doctrine 
of the prophet’s consistent with the attributes of 
God? Doth not the reverse of this hereditary guilt 
make the ways of God unequal, according to the 
declaration of the prophet, as appears by the 25th 
and 29th? Is there a single text inscribed by the 
first penman of the Scriptures, that hath the least 
allusion to the doctrine of hereditary guilt? Is not 
the reverse apparent? The children shall not be put 
to death for the iniquity of the fathers. Again, rea- 
soning from analogy,—If Adam’s children are guilty 
of bis sin, the children of the Israclites would be 
guilty of their sin, and subject to their fall in the 
wilderness; but instead of this, Moses told them, 
Dent ist chap. 29th verse, “ Your little oves, which 
in that day had no knowledge between good and 
evil, they shall go in thither.” 

It also ought to be observed,that Christ,when des- 
cribing his mission, never mentions the doctrine of 
original sin; but told his disciples, John xv. 22. “If 
he had pot come and spoken unto them, they had 
not had sin.” And Philosophically speaking, if 
God had finished his creation before Adam fell, it is 
utterly impossible for his descendants to receive any 
other being,portions nor conditions,than what would 
be the productions of these laws, that were estab- 
lished at the creation to bind the system of man, 
and constitute the system. And if there was ever a 
son or daughter, propagated from Adam by genera- 
tion after his sin and fall, those very descendants of 
his are precisely the very same in their nature, 
that Adam was when first created, and finally, 
the very productions of those laws founded 
on the creation, and constituted by the all-wise 
unchangeable attributes of God to govern man- 
kind, and to say that Adam’s posterity are sub- 
ject to a new constitution in consequence of his 
tansgression, is destroying the power of Omnipo- 
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(hereditary guilt) is enough to make a thousand 
Deists, for it is impossible, no man is bound to be- 
lieve that which is impossible; no man can be justly 
blamed by the Majesty of heaven for rejecting such 
a physical impossibility. 

Let it be further considered that you have stated 
your belief thus, “ He (Christ) came to save his 
people from their sins; now if his people’s sins are 
Adam’s sins, we believe the Saviour was necessary 
to restore us from the guilt of Adam, but not with- 
out.” In the next column, you repeat the inter- 
rogatory, Will Adam be saved in consequence of his 
being pronounced good? “ns. Surely not. You an- 
swer © true,sor damned neither.” (1 reply,true also.) 
Now your premises stand thus,--the Saviour is neces- 
sary to restore man from the guilt of Adam; and 
when restored into his good state, they can neither 
be saved nur damned Where are you, triend? Fur- 
ther, ye have said, in the same column, if man was 
made good and in his proper sphere, if he is altered, 
he must be bad, and iu animproper sphere. How 
will you get out of this laby roth; will you deny your 
hypothesis, and follow me? This is my opinion, in 
that good sphere in whch Adam was placed, he 
ean be neither saved, or dawned, for Psalm xlix. 12, 
20. * Man that is in honour and understandeth not, 
is like the beasts that perish ” [po this state mankind 
will perish like the beast; to prevent this, the Lamb 
that was slain from the foundation, which is an in 
eorruptible seed, is present to transform them by 
regeneration out of their first animal nature and 
sphere,into the Divine nature and sphere; they being 
changed and fitted to enjoy a new sphere. The 
worm in its first sphere was good, yet it is transform- 
ed and fitted to enjoy a superior one. Again you 
reply. The Seriptares svy God made man in bis own 
image. dns. ‘True. But bow was it done? for our 
first parents were created of earth, which possesses 
nothing of Divine nature, and both Gen. v. 2 named 
\dam or earthy, dns. By regeneration. For nothing 
shert of God, or his nature, ean beget his likeness or 
image. Again you ceply, If Friend Dean could prove 
that man was made of the earth, before the earth 
wos created, and while it was without form and 
void, we think there would be a little reason in 
his hypothesis. I cannot understand you; how it 
could be reasonable for man to be created of the 
earth, before the earth was created, and while yet 
void. Again, you reply “ If I could prove that man 
was without form and void, after he was made, 
there would, we think, be a great deal of reason in 
his hypothesis, and very little in the Scriptures.” 
] cannot understand how a man can be without 
form and void, after he is made, except in the Di- 
vine image. In my last communication I laboured 
to convey the idea as my opinion, that man was 
without divine form and void after he had received 
his animal modification, till he was regenerated by a 
Divine prineiple. But [ am still further surprised to 
see you tell me, that there would be a great deal of 
reason in my hypothesis,if I had placed it in opposi- 
tion to the Scriptures. 

Dean. 
REMARKS. 

The singular phraseology made use of by our cor- 
respondent, and the strange notion he has given 
birth to, has produced, we understand,from some of 
the Society of Friends in this city, a declaration, that 
our correspondent is not one of their faith, and they 
expressed a wish, that we should neither consider, 
nor report him as such. Now it is our wish to 
please all, provided we can do it consistently with 
truth. It is presumed, that addressing our corres- 
pondent by the appellation of Friend, has occasion- 
ed this remark and request. We took it for grant- 
ed, from the phraseology of our correspondent’s 
first communication, in particular, that he belonged 
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pursued, so contrary to what he at first promised. 
For to be candid, we think he has made much more 
rubbish, than he has cleared awery. 

In his first paragraph, he has mistaken our con- 
clusions tor premises, and asks, “ Why do you not 
prove these premises ?” &c. The “ fenced city and 
armour,” he speaks of as remaining with us, we 
expect will continue to remain; maugre all the ef- 
forts of our opponents to the contrary. To be 
plain with friend Dean, we think it very surprising, 
that he should mistake us altogether. Our conelu- 
sions, Which he is pleased to call premises, ought 
to have satisfied him, that we do neither believe nor 
advocate the doctrine, that the sin of Adam is the 
sin of his posterity. And we again reiterate our 
former declaration, “ We believe Christ came to 
save his people (rom their sins; and if his people's 
sins are eddam’s sins, we believe a Saviour was ne- 
cessary to restore us, or his people, from the guilt 
of .Idam, and not without.” We likewise think it 
necessary to inform friend Dean, that declarations, 
of the kind he has introduced, relative to the apos- 
tle Paul’s being swayed by the doctrine of the 
Pharisees, is a kind of evidence,which in our opinion 
is guod fur nothing ; and except his declaration is 
supported by proof, it must be scouted without fur- 
ther ceremony. 

Friend Dean’s second paragraph looks better.— 
The complaint oft he Israelites which he alludes to, 
was unquestionably the fruit of their ignorance of 
the character of God, and themselves. Had they 
beeo sensible of their own unworthiness, they never 
would have resorted to a miserable subterfuge to 
clear themselves from blame, or accused their Crea- 
tor of being unequal in his ways or providence, 
and punishiog them for the sins committed by their 
fathers in the wilderness. 

The third paragraph in friend Dean’s communi- 
cation, may, for aught we know, contain something 
like common sense and argument, but we frankly 








confess we cannot see, or find it. We the more 
readily pass it over, from the conviction that it must, 
at least, be harmless, and that conjecture is proba- 
bly the only key to it. If it contains wisdom, we 
heartily hope our readers will find it. And if there 
is any wrong principle of a dangerous tendency 
contained in it, we cannot but hope, that it lies so 
deep, that by the time it shall get out, an antidote 
will be prepared to correct it. 

Our correspondent, in his fourth paragraph, again 
mistakes our conclusions for premises. And in an- 
swer to his interrogatory, “ Where are you now ?” 
We answer seriously, that we are wondering at his 
blunders. Our correspondent must have a poor 
memory; he now says, “This is my opinion, in 
that good sphere in which Adam was created ; he 
can neither be saved nor damned.” And in his first 
communication he said, he believed, that “ Adam 
and all his posterity were created under the necessity 
of a Saviour, to regenerate them out of the image of 
Adam, or earthly nature, into the image of God.” 
This is strange maneuvring for one, who professes 
to believe in conditional salvation. The conclusion 
of friend Dean’s communication, is, perhaps, almost 
without a parallel, The inconsistencies and absur- 
dities which we pointed out in his former commu- 
nication, he now boldly charges upon us. What 
we meant, and we think it must have been obvious 
to all our readers, was, that if our correspondent 
could prove his declarations, there would have been 
something like connexion between his premises and 
conclusions, without which proof we think they 
have no more connexion than the antipodes.*— 

* Note —How can it be possible for any doctrine, or 
statement, to contradict the Scriptures, and both be rea- 
sonable? Js falsehood reasonable? Had our corres- 
pondent proved his hypothesis to, be truth, his hypothesis 
contradicting the Scriptures, would, of necessity, have 
destroyed the validity of the Scriptures, and consequent- 
ly, there would have been much reason in his hypothesis, 
and none in the Scriptures, 
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We conclude our remarks, by observing, that it is | 
with astonishment and regret, that we discover so 
much moderation in the manner and disposition 
of our correspondent, deprived of its natural benefit 
and advantages, by an unnatural combination and 
mixture with error aud absurdity. 


—_—~<—_— 
For the Gospel He rald, 


To the Sincere Inquirer after Truth, and all Candid 
Readers. 


Gentle Reader,—P ease to excuse my delay in not 
answering sooner what may be deemed the abusive 
and ungenerous strictures of the Editor, upon my 
brief, yet full, and I hope satisfactory answer to the 
Toquirer after Truth. | have been too much occupied 
to attend his remarks, flowing from prejudice, and 
producing its fruits, viz. misapprehensions and mis- 
constructions. I have not got Cruden’s concor- 
dance, as he has, by which to find chapter and verse. 
i have found it tedious to find the texts that prove 
the truth of what J asserted, and the incorrectness 
of his declarations. But | have found some of them, 
and expect he will insert them, and avoid answering 
them abusively, through prejudice or ill will. In his 
Prospectus, he says, his columns are open for all; and 
he solicits correspondents, but when they come, if 
he cannot overturn their writings, he should not 
wrest their meaning, or turn it into disgraceful levity 
and undignified buffoonery. As his columns were 
open for all, Lalso attempted to answer the In- 
quirer. 

Second. The Editor says, “ It appears the Sincere 
Inquirer is up for a market, and Theophilus, it ap- 
pears, is very eager forthe purchase.” And then, 
uncharitably and untruly, insinuates, that Theophi- 
lus baits the Inquirer with filthy rags and rubbish, 
given to the Inquirer by way of payment, to induce 
him to join his party. 

Ans. Theophilus recommended the Inquirer to no 
party, sect, or denomination, fully believing with the 
apostle Peter, that, in every nation, he that feareth 
God, and worketh righteousness, is accepted of him,” 
Acts x. For Theophilus beleved, that Jesus Christ 
is God, the truth: for Jesus said, John xiv. 6. Lam 
the way, the truth and the life and no man cometh 
unto the Father but by me,” who am the way, &c. 
John says, ‘Christ is the true light that enlighteneth 
every man that cometh into the world 7 which light 
isthe word of God, by which the heaven and earth 
were made, John i. 2. &c. whichis also an internal 
word, nigh in the heart, and not afar off; Rom. x. 
Therefore, he desired the Inquirer to turn bis atten- 
tion to the way, dight and witness, Rev. i. 5. in 
every man, &c.; showing them their dark and wiek- 
ed hearts; which in their vatural state are despe- 
rately wicked: Whocan know them but by this 
light? This the prophet knew by the light: for it is 
the light that manifests all things that are reprovable. 
« Ul things that are reproved are made manifest by 
the light.” Eph. v. 13. This is the light we must be- 
come acquainted with to obtain peace.“ Acquaint 
thyself with God and be at peace! Job xxii. 21 
For it is God, the Omnipotent Father in man, who 
“will not justify the wicked,” Exod. iii. 7. in his 

wickedness, but reproveth the anwise, and poureth 
out his Spirit on them that turn at his reprools to 
him that smiteth them ; to God, who out of Christ 
is a consuming fire. Therefore, to Christ the way, 
‘light, &c., the Sincere Inquirer was recommended, 
and not to any partly. 

Third. The Editor says, he wonders if Theophi- 
lus will acknowledge that God and the devil are in 
the same persons. This looks captious. 

ens. The devil is the father of lies, and worketh 
in the children of disobedience Eph ii. 2. Disobe- 
dient to Christ the light, who is pressed under them 
asa cart is pressed full of sheaves. Quere Where 
is Christ, when thus pressed under, while Satan 
rules? 

Fourth. The Editor asks, Who made this declara- 
tion, that Christ within is the hope of glory? das. 
Paul to the Colossians that were in Christ (chap. i. 
1 and 27, says, Christ in you (not out of you, is) the 
hope of glory,” which is an important truth, 

Yfth. Theophilus advised the Inquirer after Truth, 

{ which is God) to tura his attention inwardly, to the 
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light of God in his own conscience ; but the Editor | 
says, that Theophilus advised the Inquirer to look in | 
upon himself, which word (himself ) the Editor has in | 
italics, either ignorantly, or intentionally, to subvert | 
the sense. Theophilus advised the Inquirer to turn his | 
attention inwardly to this light in his own conscience; | 
because it illuminates in man’s darkness, though the 
darkness comprehends it not. John i. 5. The Serip- 
tures hold forth this light to be God's word, witness ; | 
Christ the Lord who assumed flesh, and who is the 
Saviour, Immanuel, or God with us. And by this 
power alone, bearing witness with John’s spirit, 
John knew that he was of God, and that the whole 
world lay in wickedness; and by this power only 
we can come to the same experience of John and 
the apostles, 

Sicth. Theophilus declared, agreeahly to the Scrip- 
ture, that Jesus Christ is the way, the truth and the 
life ; and that no man ean come or go unto the Fa- 
ther, but by the Son. John testifies to the truth of 
this; so that Theophilus was doing rightly when he 
thus directed every inquirer after truth, and all 
who wished to know the truth of these things, and 
the truth of the Seriptures, written by the inspira- 
tion of truth, to first seek, wait for, and experience 
the saving operation of this power, wisdom and 
Christ of God; and endeavour to find it in them- 
selves only (though not of themselves, but ef God.) 
He has sufliciently expressed this, in the fore-part of 
the second paragraph ; for there the inquirer is ad- 
vised to turn inwardly and attend to the light [which 
is Christ the way in them] that enlighteneth every 
man that comes inte the world.” John i. “ The path 
of the just is as the shining light which shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day. Prov. iv. 18. The 
reason Theophilus recommended the perusal of 
Wm. Laws address to the clergy (a small work,) life 
of Jane Guion, &c. (misprinted Wm. Lewis and 
Jane Gordon) was to confirm the propriety of his 
recommendations, by their agreement with the 
Scriptures and elucidation of the subject. Judge, 
candid readers, whether the recommendation of 
these, was advising a different way, which the Edi- 
tor (I am sorry for him) has erreneously and un- 
generously asserted. He also, without reason, or 
proof, accuses Uheophilus of deistical or infidel 
principles! whose peace is so consonent with the 
expressions of the Bible. I did not recommend 
Governor Penn's works, Lonly mentioned a small 
work. Ll hope the Editor will excuse me for recti- 
fying his mistakes. 

Seventh. Theophilus declared, that he wished to 
encourage the Inquirer, to seek the Lord where he 
may be found, and where he manifests himself. The 
Editor asks, “ where ts that? Is itin the corrupt heart 
of the sinner >” Xe. 

«Ins. * If you believe that God is every where, he 
is also truly in your soul, as a thing that is most like 
to him. This being so, we ought, therefore, to seek 
God where he is; and he being ne where so ex- 
pressly, as in the eontre of your soul, itis there that 
he must be sought, and if you ask me the method 
and the way to find him in the bottom of your soul; 
I answer, there is no other but to remove all the 
hinderances,by casting out of your soul allearthly af- 
fections, that you may have no other affection but 
for him. Your soul will no sooner be freed from all 
these earthly affections, than it will fall into God, as 
the stone falls into its centre. I know no other me- 
thod but this disengagement from ourselves, and 
from all other things, to find God, and to become 
one with him. T have sometimes sought him with 
out me, by actions which seemed good; but I have 
since remarked, that those served for distractions ; 
and the more Lacted outwardly, so much the more 
I did stray from my God. Therefore, Sir, become 
wise by my loss, and do not lose your time in seek - 
ing means out of yourself; for they serve us often 
for hinderances. Our soul is his true temple and the 
place of his rest. Let us only remove all that is 
between him and our soul, and we shall see him, 
face to face, to speak after our manner: that is to 
say,we shall see him clearly by faith, and shall know 
him by the operation which he will make in us, and 
shall taste him by the repose and consolation of 
our conscience. Isaiah says, ‘Seek ye the Lord 
while he may be found; call ye upon him, while 








the unrighteous man his thoughts, and return unt, 
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to 
our God, for he will abundantly pardon.’ And Christ 
says, Behold, I stand at the door and knock ; if an 
man hear my voice avd open the door, I will come 
into him, and sup with him, and he with me, Rey. 
iii. 20. 

Eighth. The Editor next interrogates ; whether 
the Lord is to be found in the Scriptures ; which, 
says he, the apostle declares “ are ableto make ys 
wise unto salvation.” 

Ans. Does he believe this is true without Pau|’s 
addition to this sentence; which addition he left 
out? if so:—the Editor has found out another wa 
than Christ inwardly revealed, to teach the Saving 
knowledge of salvation: whereas, under the pew 
covenant dispensation, the Comforter or Lord was 
to teach the people himself, John xvi. 7, 18 ~— 
John ii. 27.—Andit is also written, ‘ They shall all 
be taught of God.’ The Scriptures ‘are able to 
make wise unto salvation; [but only] through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus’ for so reads the text. 24 
Timothy iii. 1oth,and of this faith, Jesus is the * ay- 
thor and finisher ;? agreeable to Heb. xii 2d.—T he 
Scriptures testify of Christ, that he is the way to 
salvation, and the very wisdom of God. And 
Christ, the wisdom of God, teaches us to come to 
him for salvation and wisdom. For thus he said to 
such as believed that eternal life, or salvation, was 
to be found in the Scriptures,—‘ Ye search’ {trans- 
lated,— Search] the Scriptures :--for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life, and they are they which 
testify of me :—aud ye will pot come to me, that 
ye may have life,’ eternal life and salvation. Now 
let me ask the conscience of every candid reader, 
where Christ, the seed of eternal life, is sown, found 
and cultivated, if notin us, as a light enlightening 
every man that cometh into the world; as the Spirit 
of God given every man to profit withal; or as the 
seed of the kingdom, or word of God, sown in 
man’s heart? Markiv 15.—Luke viii. 2.15. Can 
sal.ation be found in the Scriptures; where God 
has decreed that every soul, Jew, Christian, Ma- 
hometan and Pagan may find it in the light, seed 
spirit, or word, of God, (Christ Jesus?) No: fer 
this would be to make the Scriptures and not Christ 
the way of salvation. If Christ is the way ; and no 
man cometh unto the Father but by him, the only 
door to find the Lord; then he is the only way 
and the Lord is not to be found in the Serip- 
tures. 

THEOPHILUS. 


(To be continued.—.Answer in our next.) 
—— 


To the Patrons of the Gospel Herald. 


Fellow labourers in the‘ cause of Truth. This 26th Number of the G 
Herald, compietes the first subscription for the term of six months, An ex- 
position of the views of the Editor may remove objections, and inspire 
confidence. The design of this paper is the refutation of error,and the 
establishment of Truth, Consequently, this paper will never be madea 
peenniary concern. This work was commenced witha very small sub- 
scription, and with the exception of a few, who are friendly to the cause it 
advocates, who have procured subscribers for the work, the paper has so 
fai depended ina measure upon its own merits,and the assistance of a 
discerning public, for ils support. The Editor considers this paper as the 
property of its patrons, and himself, as their steward; and with the as- 
sistance and counsel of a kiwd Providence, he confides in the pleasing ex- 
pectation of proving, at least, in a measure, trwe to histrust. The mo- 
tive which has induced the Editor to depend for the future increase of 
subscribers, alone upon the liberality of be public, and the merits of the 
work, proceeded from his de-ire of perpetuating the means of informa- 
tion, by the preservation of the paper, which, ina promiscuous subscrip- 
tion, however grateful it mizht be to the pocket of the Editor would, by 
the destruction of a considerable proportion of the papers, he very far 
from being grateful to his heart? The sum phd received by sub- 

7 on for this paper, has not paid the Editor one cent for his frowb/e 
and services, which consideration, its presumed, will, at least, so far ex 
culpate him, if not from mercenary views, at leas from the charge ot be- 
ing benefited by them. 

From the very favourable opinions of many of our city Subscribers 
relative tothe work, and the high estimation in which it is viewed by ma- 
ny of our friends in distant towns, who have expressed themselves in 
‘erms too Aattering to mention, the Editor caunot but indulge the pleasing 
saticipation, of very soon being enabled by the increase of Subscribers, (o 
issue the paper wn adouble form, eight pages, aod so frequently, as te 
clear him from the imputation of even attempting to‘ make a friend of 
the unrighteous mammon,’ of even the most captious. 

Note. Those of our city Subscribers, who wish to discontinue the pe- 
per, are requested to inform the carrier of their determination, next week, 
when he will present himself for the delivery of the 27th Number, 
which will commence the next half-year. 


— _S+o-— 
Errata. 


In Number 25, page 101, column 2, 5 lines from 
knowledge finally,” read, “ we acknowledge freely 
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the top, for “ we ac- 





he is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and 
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